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Knowledge transfer and 
IP management

The aim is to maximise socio-economic benefit of public 
research througheffective knowledge-sharing.

Key challenges:

Å Better exploitation and valorisation of publicly funded R&D results by 
public research organisations (PROs), through:

ï Stronger R&D collaborations with enterprises

ï More active KT activities (licensing, spin-offs)

Å Manage intellectual property (IP) generated by PROs more effectively

Response to challenges:

ï Improve knowledge transfer between PROs and the private sector, and
promote coherence between national knowledge transfer systems
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CREST IP Expert Groups 2004, 2006 + Responsible Partnering
Handbook 2005

Ď

Communication on knowledge transfer and Guidelines 2007
Ď

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ άLt /ƘŀǊǘŜǊέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ нллт
Ď

άYƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎέ axis ofEra Green paper + KS expert group2007
Ď

Commission Recommendation 
on the management of intellectual property 

in knowledge transfer activities 
and

Code of Practice for universities 
and other public research organisations

April 2008

What has been done?
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10 April, 2008 ςadoption of IP Recommendation and Code of Practice
Ď

30 May 2008 ςCouncil Resolution on IP Recommendation and Code of Practice
Ď

7 November 2008 ςFirst meeting of KT Forum
Ď

16 January 2009 ςCREST meeting decision to create 
CREST KT Working Group

Ď

6 May 2009 ςFirst meeting of CREST ERA-KT WG
Ď

30 April 2010 ςSixth Meeting of CREST ERA-KT WG
Ď

6 October 2010ςThirdmeeting of KT Forum

Recent developments
on IP Recommendation follow-up
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IP Recommendation

ïRecommendationsto Member States promotes key principles 
for improving national intellectual property (IP) and knowledge 
transfer policies 

ïCode of Practiceoffers guidance for PROs to set up institutional 
policies and knowledge transfer systems

ïList of best practice examples for Member States to support 
implementation of the recommendations (Annex II)
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Recommendations to 
Member States

Å Ensure PROs define KT as a strategic mission

Å Encourage PROs to establish policies for IP-management

Å Support development of KT capacity in PROs

Å Promote broad dissemination of knowledge, improve coherence of 
ownership regimes and facilitate cross-border collaboration and KT

Å Ensure implementation of the Code of Practice & equitable and fair 
treatment of all participants in international R&D collaboration
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ω Principles for an internal intellectual property (IP)policy for effective 
management of their own IP
όǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ǊǳƭŜǎΣ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΣ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ Χύ

ω Principles for a knowledge transfer (KT) policy
focusing on active transfer and exploitation of IP
(exploitation strategies and policies, including for licensing and spin-offs; 
access to professional KT services; sharing of financial returns; monitoring of 
KT activities)

ω Principles regarding collaborative and contract research(basic principles for 
IP ownership and access rights)

Code of Practice
for universities and 

other public research organisations


